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A 

BILL 

TO 

Amend the Law relating to the Occupation and Owner- a.d. 19 os. 
ship of Land in Ireland, and for other purposes relating 
thereto. 

Part I. 

Land Purchase Finance. 

1. — (1) In the case of advances made in pursuance of future Alteration of 
purchase agreements, three pounds ten shillings shall be sub- amount 

5 stituted for three pounds five shillings as the rate of the purchase nuity and of 
annuity under section forty-five of the Irish Land Act, 1903 (in rate °f inte- 
this Act referred to as the Act of 1903). tTlJiKai 6 

(2) So far as respects advances made for future purchase mfssLneri.' 
agreements, the rate of interest to be paid by the Land Com- 3 Edw. 7. 

10 missioners to the National .Debt Commissioners under section c ' 37 ' 
thirty-six of the Act of 1903, shall be three per cent, per annum, 
instead of two-and-three-quarters per cent., per annum. 

(3) The National Debt Commissioners shall, in the accounts 
kept by them of the Irish Land Purchase Fund, distinguish 

15 between advances made in pursuance of pending purchase agree- 
ments and advances made in pursuance of future purchase 
agreements. 

2. — (1) The power of the Treasury to create stock for the Power to 
purpose of raising money required for the Irish Land Purchase gQ^nteed 

20 Fund shall, as respects sums required to be issued out of that fund three per 
for advances in pursuance of future purchase agreements, include ceat - st0 °L 
power to create a new capital stock to be called guaranteed three vision* as to 
per cent, stock, and the Treasury may at any time create for that investment 
purpose either guaranteed two-and-three-quarters per cent, stock or banlTdel^ 

25 guaranteed three per cent, stock as they think fit. 
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(2) The provisions of the Act of 1903, relating to stock 
shall apply to guaranteed three per cent, stock created under this 
section as they apply to the guaranteed two-and three-quarters 
per cent, stock created under that Act, with the substitution of 
three per cent, for two-and-three-quarters per cent, as the rate 5 
of dividend, and of thirty years . from the passing of this Act for 
thirty years from the commencement of the Act of 1903, as the 
period after the expiration of which the stock is redeemable. 

(3) The definition of Government stock in subsection (2) of 
section five of the Savings Bank Act, 1893, shall be read as if 10 
stock issued under the Act of 1903 or this Act were included 

in the First Schedule to the Savings Bank Act, 1893. 

3 . — (1) Notwithstanding anything in section twenty-seven of 
the Act of 1903, advances for the purposes of the Land Purchase 
Acts may, subject to the provisions of this section, be made in 15 
whole or in part by means of stock in the manner and under 
the circumstances for which provision is made by this section. 

(2) For the purpose of carrying into effect pending purchase 
agreements advances may, if the vendor agrees, be made ; y 
means of the issue to the prescribed persons, in the prescribed 20 
manner, and subject to the prescribed conditions, of such an 
amount of guaranteed two-and-three-quarters per cent, stock, as, 

at the market price of the day of issue (as certified in the 
prescribed manner) is equivalent to the sum to be advanced if 
that price is not below ninety-two pounds for an amount of 25 
stock of the nominal value of a hundred pounds, or if the stock 
is below that price by the issue of such L an amount of stock as 
would be equivalent to the sum to be advanced if the stock were 
at that price. 

(3) For the purpose of carrying into effect future purchase 30 
agreements advances may, if the Treasury think fit so to direct, 

be made by means of the issue of an amount of guaranteed 
three per cent, stock equal in nominal amount to the sum to be 
advanced. 

(4) Stock issued in pursuance of this section as the equivalent 35 
of an advance shall, as between the vendor and the purchaser, be 
accepted by the ^vendor as the equivalent of the corresponding 
amount of purchase money, and a vendor, although he is not an 
absolute owner, may agree to advances being made by stock 
under this section for the purpose of carrying out any pending 40: 
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purchase agreements made by him, and any person having A.D. 1908. 
power to sell under the Land Purchase Acts, although he is not 
an absolute owner, may enter into any future purchase agree- 
ment, notwithstanding that the purchase money may be payable 
5 in stock • in pursuance of this section instead of in cash. 

4. — (1) Any money which may be raised by the creation of Temporary 
stock may be temporarily raised by the issue of bills or bonds in 

such form and for such period not exceeding seven years , and bonds. 
bearing such rate of interest not exceeding three per cent, as the 
10 Treasury may determine. 

(2) The interest on or in respect of any such bills or bonds 
shall be charged and paid in the same manner as the dividends 
on stock under section twenty-nine of the Act of 1903, and the 
provisions of that Act respecting the income account of the Irish 

15 Land Purchase Fund shall apply as if the interest on or in 
respect of the bills or bonds were dividends on stock. 

(3) The principal of any such bills or bonds shall be repaid 
out of the Irish Land Purchase Fund, and stock or fresh bills 
or bonds may be issued for the purpose of raising the money 

20 required when necessary. 

5. — (1) The percentage payable under section forty-eight of Amendment 
the Act of 1903 shall, instead of being calculated at the rate of 

twelve per cent., be calculated at the rates specified in the First centage pay- 
Schedule to this Act, and for the purposes of that section the 
25 percentage at the rates so specified shall he deemed to be the 
percentage under that section : 

Provided that — 

(a) the percentage payable to the vendor of an estate, 
which includes lands in respect of which there 
3 Q are pending purchase agreements, shall, as respects 

so much of the total purchase money of the estate 
as represents the purchase money of those lands, 
be calculated at the rate of twelve per cent, instead 
of being calculated under this section ; and 
.gg (F) where any percentage calculated under this section is 

payable at a higher rate than five per cent., any 
sum by which the amount of percentage exceeds 
the amount which would have been payable if the 
percentage were calculated at the rate of five per 
40 cent, shall be added to the purchase money and not 

paid to the vendor. 
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(2) So much of section forty-seven of the Act of 1903 as 
limits the total of the sums ■payable to the Land Purchase Aid 
Fund to twelve million pounds shall cease to have effect. 


S making aS The charge on the Guarantee Fund for any deficiency in 

good defi- lospect of the issue of stock at a discount shall extend only to 5 

resleot'of ^ amount of the Ireland Development Grant which forms part 
stock issued cas ^ portion of that fund ; and the deficiency, so far as it 

at a discount, is not made good out of that amount, shall be made good out of 
moneys provided by Parliament. 


Bonus divi- 1— (1) Where stock is created for the purposes of the Land 10 

treated° a^ Purchase Acts, and issued under conditions which provide that 
expenses of the money raised thereby shall be paid up by instalments, 
issue of stock, dividends may be paid on the total nominal amount of the stock 
from any date fixed at the time of issue, although the instal- 
ments, or some or one of them, may not have been payable 15 
until after that date ; and if the amount so paid by way of 
dividend exceeds the sum which would have been payable on 
the portion of the stock representing’ the money actually paid up, 
the difference shall be treated as part of the expenses of the 
.issue of the stock. gQ 

(2) This section shall apply to any stock created and issued 
since the first day of July nineteen hundred and eight, as well 
as to stock issued after the passing of this Act. 


Advance 8.— (1) Any person to whom an advance is made after the 

dividend. passing of this Act shall pay on the first gale day on which 25 
any payment in respect of the advance is due (in addition to 
the interest, or instalment of purchase annuity, due on that day), 
interest on the advance in respect of the period between the said 
gale day and the day on which the next dividends are payable 
in respect of the stock, by means of the issue of which the 30 
money for the advance has been raised. 

(2) The interest payable shall be at the rate at which the 
Land Commission pay interest to the National Debt Commis- 
sioners in respect of the advance, and shall be recoverable as if 
it were part of the purchase annuity. ok 


Mff (1) The exemption from stamp duty given by section 

dut.yT P twenty-three of the Labourers (Ireland) Act, 1906, shall extend 

respect °f to any stamp duty payable on any mortgage or other security 

under s. 16 § J 7 en by a rural district council in respect of an advance by the 

of the Irish Land Commission under section sixteen of that Act, or 40 
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payable under section eight of the Finance Act, 1899, in respect A.D. 1908. 
of such an advance as being loan capital within the meaning of Labourers 
that section. (Ireland) 

(2) The Commissioners of Inland Revenue may remit any Act? 19 ° 6 ' 

5 such duty which has become payable since the commencement 
of the Labourers (Ireland) Act, 1906, and return any such duty 
which has been paid since that date and before the passing of 
this Act. 

10 . In this Part of this Act, unless the context otherwise Interpreta- 
10 requires, — tion * 

(a) The expression “ pending purchase agreements ” means 
agreements lodged with the Land Commission on or 
before the first day of November nineteen hundred and 
eight, or entered into on or before that date by the 
15 Land Commission or the Congested Districts Board 

under the Act of 1903 ; 

(&) The expression “future purchase agreements” means 
agreements lodged with the Land Commission or 
entered into by the Land Commission or the Congested 
20 Districts Board after that date : 

Provided that purchase agreements entered into 
at any time on the re-sale by the Land Commission 
or Congested Districts Board of land purchased or 
agreed to be purchased by them on or before that 
25 date, shall be treated for the purposes of this Part 

of this Act as pending purchase agreements and 
not as future purchase agreements ; 

(c) The expression “ prescribed ” means prescribed by the 
Treasury, and the power of making rules conferred on 
the Treasury by the Land Purchase Acts shall extend 
30 to the making of rules for carrying the provisions of 

this Part of this Act into the effect. 

Part II. 

Land Purchase. 

H.-(l) Where after the 'passing of this Act application is Exclusion 
35 made under subsection (1) of section one of the Act of 1903 for an f f om P rovi ~ 
advance of the whole purchase money of any holding, if the zones." 

Land Commission are satisfied that circumstances exist which, in 
their opinion, necessitate inquiry as to the security for the 
advance or the equity of the price, they may by order declare 
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that the provisions of the said subsection shall not apply, and 
may deal with the application accordingly in like manner as if 
those provisions had not been complied with. 

(2) The Judicial Commissioner and the Estates Commis- 
sioners may make rules under section twenty-three of the Act 5 
of 1903 providing for the furnishing of such particulars with 
respect to rent and arrears and of such information with regard 
to the estate as may appear necessary for the purposes of this 
section and for the verification of the particulars and information 
in such manner as they think fit. 10 

12. — (1) No advance exceeding the sum of three thousand 
pounds shall be sanctioned under the Land Purchase Acts to one 
purchaser unless the purchaser resides on the holding, in respect 
of which the advance is made, and the Land .Commission consider 
that an advance of a larger amount not exceeding fire thousand 15 
pounds may properly be sanctioned. 

(2) A person shall be deemed to reside on a holding within 

the meaning of this section if be occupies a house in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood for the purpose of working or managing 
the holding. 20 

(3) Section two of the Purchase of Land (Ireland) Amendment 
Act, 1888, and subsection (4) of section one of the Act of 1903, shall 
cease to have effect save as regards advances in pursuance of 
purchase agreements entered into before the passing of this Act. 

13. — (1) No advance shall be made under the Land Purchase 25 
Acts in respect of the purchase of a holding if the tenancy was 
created after the first day of January in the year one thousand 
nine hundred and eight. 

(2) This section shall not apply to tenancies created by the 
Land Commission or by the Congested Districts Board. 30 

14. — (1) Where an estate has been sold to the Land Com- 
mission advances under the Land Purchase Acts may be made 
for the purchase of parcels thereof by the following persons : — 

(a) A person being the tenant or proprietor of a holding 

not exceeding ten pounds in rateable value ; 35 

( b ) A person being the son of a tenant or proprietor of a 

holding on or in the neighbourhood of the estate not 

exceeding thirty pounds in rateable value ; 

(c) A person who has surrendered his holding for the pur- 

pose of relieving Congestion ; 40 
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(d) A pel-son who within twenty-five years before the passing 

of the Act of 1903, was the tenant of a holding to 
which the Land Law Acts apply, and who is not at 
the date of the purchase the tenant or proprietor of 
5 that holding, or in case such person is dead, a person 

nominated by the Land Commission as his personal 
representative ; 

(e) Any person to whom in the opinion of the Land Com- 

mission after considering the requirements of persons 

.IQ mentioned in the preceding paragraphs of this sub- 

section an advance ought to be made. 

(2) Advances under this section shall not, together with the 
amount (if any) of any advance which has been made or for 
which an application is pending under the Land Purchase Acts, 

15 exceed one thousand 'pounds : Provided that the limitation in 
this subsection may, subject to the other limitations in the Land 
Purchase Acts, be extended, where the Land Commission consider 
that a larger advance may be sanctioned, to aDy purchaser without 
prej udice to the wants and circumstances of other persons residing 

20 in the neighbourhood. 

(3) The Land Purchase Acts shall, subject to the provisions 
of this section, apply to the sale of a parcel of land in pursuance 
of this section in like manner as if the same was a holding and 
the purchaser was the tenant thereof at the time of his making 

25 the purchase ; and the expression “ holding ” in those Acts shall 
include a parcel of land in respect of the purchase of which an 
advance has been made in pursuance of this section. 

(4) Section two of the Act of 1903 shall cease to have effect 
save as regards the sale of any parcels of land in respect of which 

30 purchase agreements have been entered into before the passing 
of this Act. 

15. — (1) It shall be lawful for the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction for Ireland, or the council of any county 
or any rural district, to purchase any parcel of an estate under 

35 section four of the Act of 1903 for any of the purposes mentioned 
in that section, and the said Department or any such council, or 
any other body corporate having power to acquire land, may act 
as trustees for those purposes, and may obtain ad vances for the 
purchase. 

40 (2) Where any land is purchased by the said Department 

under this section the scheme for the user of the land mentioned 


A.D. 190b. 


Trustees for 
the purposes 
of turbary 
pasture, &c. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Irish Land. 


[8 Edw. 7.] 


A.D. 1908. 


Facilities for 
the planting 
and preser- 
vation of 
woods. 


Equitable 
price of 
holdings. 


in section twenty of the Act of 1903 shall be framed or approved 
of by the Department and the requirements of that section with 
regard to the framing or approval of the scheme by the Lord 
Lieutenant shall not apply. 

16 . — (1) Where a parcel of an estate is purchased by trustees 5 
under section four of the Act of 1903 for the purpose of the 
planting of trees or the preservation of woods or plantations, and 
the parcel is subject to any grazing rights or easements appur- 
tenant to holdings on the estate, the Laud Commission may make 
regulations providing for the restriction or extinction of those 10 
rights or easements so far as they affect the parcel upon such 
conditions as to compensation and otherwise as may be agreed 
upon by the parties interested, or, in default of agreement, may 

be determined by the Land Commission, and the easements and 
rights shall be restricted or extinguished accordingly. 15 

(2) Where any land is resold to the owner of an estate under 
section three of the Act of 1903, and the land is subject to any 
such rights or easements as aforesaid, the Land Commission 
may exercise the powers conferred on them by the last preceding 
subsection as regards those rights and easements, if and so far 20 
as they are satisfied that the land, or portion thereof, is required 
by the owner for any of the said purposes. 

17. — (1) The Land Commission in determining under sub- 
section (2) of section one or under section five of the Act of 1903 
whether the agreed price of a holding is equitable shall have 25 
regard to the respective interests of the landlord and tenant in 
the holding and in the improvements thereon, and the price shall 
not be deemed to be> equitable if it appears to the Land Com- 
mission that any substantial part thereof represents the value of 
improvements made by the tenant or his predecessors in title 30 
for which he or they have not been paid or compensated by the 
landlord or his predecessors in title. 

(2) Any question which may arise under this section 
as to— 

(a) whether an improvement was or was not made by the 35 

tenant or his predecessors in title ; or 

(b) whether the tenant or his predecessors in title have or 

have not been paid or compensated for any improve- 
ment ; 

may (subject and without prejudice to any previous determination 40 
under the Land Law Acts) be determined by the Land Commission, 
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who may, in their discretion, refer the question to a Legal Assistant A.D. 1908 . 
Commissioner, and the determination of the Land Commission or 
such Commissioner, as the case may be, shall be final. 

18. — (1) In subsection (5) of section six of the Act of 1903 Congested 
5 (which defines a congested estate) “ ten 'pounds ” shall be substi- estates ‘ 
tuted for “ five pounds ” ; and the consent of the owner required 
by subsection (4) of that section shall cease to be required. 

(2) Where an estate not being a congested estate within the 
meaning of the said section as so amended, comprises within its 

10 area one or more congested townlands, the Land Commission, 
or in the case of townlands situated in a congested district county, 
the Congested Districts Board, may declare all or any one or 
more of such townlands to be a separate estate for the purposes 
of the Land Purchase Acts, and such townland or townlands shall 
15 thereupon be deemed for those purposes to be a separate con- 
gested estate. 

(3) An estate which consists exclusively of one or . more 
congested townlands shall be deemed to be a congested estate. 

(4) The expression “ congested townland ” means a townland 
20 in which more than one half of the holdings are — 

(а) congested holdings ; or 

(б) holdings whose aggregate rateable value when divided 

by their number gives a sum of less than ten 
pounds for each holding : 

25 The expression “ congested holding” means— 

(а) a holding not exceeding ten pounds in rateable value ; 

and 

(б) a holding held in r undale or intermixed plots. 

19. The powers for facilitating re-sales conferred on the Powers for 
30 Congested District Board by section one of the Congested Districts ^ ac ^ i 1 tatin K 
Board (Ireland) Act, 1901 , and on the Land Commission by l Edw 7 
section twelve of the Act of 1903, may be exercised whether the c. 34. 
request mentioned in the said section one or in section eighty-two 
of the Act of 1903 is or is not made. 

35 20. The powers of the Land Commission under section Power of 

twenty-two of the Act of 1903 to determine disputes between L: . UK ? Com ‘ 

........ i . n . mission to 

proprietors of holdings may be exercised on the application, m determine 

the prescribed manner, of any tenants on an estate in respect of dis P utes 
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whHi per chase agreements have been entered into or negotiations 
for sale are pending, and the provisions of tbat sec lion shall apply 
accordingly in like manner as if the tenants were proprietors of 
holdings. 

21 . The jurisdiction, powers and duties of the Land Com- 5 
mission under the foregoing provision of this part of this Act 
shall be exercised and performed exclusively by the Estates 
Commissioners. 

22 . The Estates Commissioners may, by order, delegate all 

or any of their powers to any one or two of their number, and 10 
anything done by any one or two of the Estates Commissioners 
in pursuance of any such delegation shall he as valid and effectual 
as if it were done by all the Estates Commissioners. 

23 . Where an estate : s vested in the Land Commission by 

a vesting order made by them, the purchase-money, may be 15 
paid into the Bank of Ireland and invested in like manner as 
if the estate had been sold to persons other than the Land 
Commission, and the provisions of subsection three of section 
twenty- four of the Act of 1903, shall apply in the case of every 
sale to the Land Commission where the purchase money has 20 
been invested under this section. 

24 . Without prejudice to any restriction under subsection (2) 
of section nine of the Act of 1903, the Land Commission shall not 
in any one year enter into agreements for the purchase of congested 
estates which will involve, according to their estimates, a total loss 25 
on the re-sale of the estates of a greater sum than that which may 

be fixed by the Treasury for that year. 

25 . — ( 1 ) When the reserve fund established under para- 
graph (b) of subsection (2) of section five of the Act of 1891 is 
exhausted, any money required by the Land Commission for the 30 
benefit or improvement by them of estates and untenanted land 
shall, up to an amount approved by the Treasury in each year, 

be paid out of moneys provided by Parliament. 

(2) The said reserve fund shall, when it is exhausted, cease 
to exist as a separate fund. 35 

26 . — ( 1 ) Regulations made by the Treasury may provide 
that where the Land Commission have expended money on the 
improvement of an estate purchased by them, and on the re-sale 
of the estate the sums realized by them- exceed the sum originally 
advanced from the Irish Land Purchase Fund for the purchase 40 
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of the estate, the National Debt Commissioners may advance to 
the Land Commission a sum equal to the excess for repayment 
to the Reserv'e Fund if that fund has not been exhausted, and if 
that fund has been exhausted, for repayment to the Exchequer. 

5 (2) Where the amount realised by the Land Commission 

on the re-sale of an estate purchased by them is less than the 
sum originally advanced from the Irish Land Purchase Fund for 
the purchase of the estate, the deficiency shall be charged upon 
the reserve fund, if that fund has not been exhausted, and if 
10 that fund has been exhausted, or so far as that fund is not sufficient 
for the purpose, shall be paid out of moneys provided by Parliament, 
and credited in manner directed by the Treasury to the Irish Land 
Purchase Fund. 

(3) Subsection (3) of section forty-three of the Act of 1903 
15 shall cease to have effect. 

27. — (1) Where the Land Commission deem it expedient 
to expend any money on the improvement of a holding sold 
or agreed to be sold by a landlord to a tenant, they may enter into 
an agreement with the tenant for the repayment of the money so 
20 expended in the same manner as if such money was advanced 
under the Land Purchase Acts for the purchase of the holding, 
and the said money shall be repaid by an additional annuity 
accordingly. 

(2) So far as circumstances admit the additional annuity shall 
25 in accordance with regulations to be made by the Treasury be con- 
solidated and made payable with the purchase annuity. 

(3) Regulations made by the Treasury may provide that ivhere 
the repayment of any money expended by the Land Commission is 
secured by an additional annuity under this section, the National 

30 Debt Commissioners may advance to the Land Commission the said 
money or so much thereof as is in the opinion of the Treasury 
adequately secured by the additional annuity for repayment to the 
Reserve Fund if that fund has not been exhausted, and if that 
fund has been exhausted, for repayment to the Exchequer. 

35 28. — (1) As between the Land Commission and the proprietor 

for the time being of any holding for the purchase of which the 
Land Commission, have, after the passing of this Act, made any 
advance under the Land Purchase Acts, the following conditions 
shall be imposed in addition to the conditions mentioned in 
40 section fifty-four of the Act of 1903y namely : 

(a) The proprietor shall not without the consent of the Land 
Commission acquire by purchase or otherwise any 
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other holding for the purchase of which an advance 
has been made under the Land Purchase Acts if the 
amount of that advance, when added to the amount 
of the advance or advances made in respect of the 
holding or holdings then held by the proprietor, would 5 
exceed the sum. of three thousand 'pounds, and if any 
proprietor acquires any holding in violation of this 
condition the Land Commission may cause that holding 
to be sold. 

( 6 ) The proprietor shall not, without the consent of the 10 
Land Commission, cut down or remove, or permit 
to be cut down or removed, any tree necessary, in 
the opinion of the Land Commission, for the ornament 
or shelter of the holding or for the security of the 
advance, and if any such tree is cut down or removed 15 
in violation of this condition, the proprietor shall be 
guilty of an offence under this Act, and shall be liable, 
on summary conviction, to a penalty not exceeding 
five pounds for each tree so cut down or removed. 

(2) Where, after the passing of this Act, a tenant enters 20 
into an agreement for the purchase of his holding under the said 
Acts, the foregoing condition with respect to the cutting and 
removal of trees shall, as from the date of the agreement, apply 

to the holding in like manner as if the advance had been made 
unless and until the agreement is cancelled or the application 25 
for an advance is refused. 

(3) Subsection (2) and subsection (3) of section thirty of the 
Act of 1881, as amended by any enactment, shall apply to any 
sale by the Land Commission under this section. 

29. The Land Commission, where interest on the purchase- 30 
money of any holding is payable to them, shall have for the 
recovery of such interest the same remedies as they have for 
the recovery of unpaid instalments of a purchase annuity, and 

in addition and without prejudice to those remedies, may, if they 
think fit, exclude from the estate any holding in respect of the 35 
purchase-money of which one year’s interest is in arrear. 

30. The provisions of subsection (2) of section sixty-nine, 
of the Act of 1903 (relative to the appointment by the Land 
Commission of an administrator of a deceased applicant for an 
advance) shall apply in any case where the applicant dies before 40 
the advance is made. 
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31.— (1) Where negotiations have been entered into or 
proposals have been made for the purchase tinder the Land 
Purchase Acts of any estate or untenanted land not situated in 
a congested districts county and the parties have failed to come 
5 to an agreement the Land Commission may if they think fit send 
to the person who appears to them to be the owner a final offer 
in writing for the purchase of the estate or untenanted land. 

(2) The final offer shall contain the following particulars: — 

(a) A description of the estate or untenanted land to which 

10 the offer relates ; 

(b) The amount of the price which the Land Commission 

are willing to give for the estate or untenanted 
land, subject- — 

(i) to any public rights affecting the estate or 

15 untenanted land ; 

(ii) to any maintenance charges under the Public 
Works Acts ; and (in the case of an estate) 

(iii) to any interests of the tenants or of persons 
having any claims upon those interests, and to any 

20 easements, rights, and appurtenances mentioned in 

section thirty-four of the Act of 1896 : 
but save as aforesaid, and subject to the provisions 
of the Act of 1903, with respect to minerals dis- 
charged from the claims of all persons who are 
25 . interested in the estate or untenanted land, whether 

in respect of superior or intervening interests or 
incumbrances or otherwise ; and 

(c) The time within which the offer may be accepted. 

(3) If within the time specified in that behalf in the final 
30 offer any person who may be dealt with by the Land Commission 

as the owner of the estate or untenanted land pursuant to section 
seventeen of the Act of 1903, signifies in writing to the Land 
Commission his acceptance of the said offer, such acceptance shall 
have the same effect as an agreement for the purchase of the 
35 estate or untenanted land entered into under the said Act, and 
all subsequent proceedings, shall be carried on in the like manner 
and with the like consequences as upon such an agreement. 

(4) If the said offer is not accepted as aforesaid the Land 
Commission may proceed to acquire the estate or untenanted land 

40 compulsorily in manner provided by Part IV. of this Act. 
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(5) In estimating the price to be named in the final offer the 
Land Commission shall have regard to the provisions of the Act 
of 1903 in respect of advances and to the prices which the tenants 
and other persons are willing to give foi* the holdings (if any) 
and parcels of land comprised in the estate or untenanted land. 5 

(6) For the purpose of enabling the Land Commission to 
ascertain the extent and character of the estate or untenanted 
land, and to estimate the price to be named in the final offer, 
any inspectors and other persons appointed by the Land Com- 
mission may, after notice sent to the person who appears to 10 
the Land Commission to be the owner thereof, enter upon the 
estate or untenanted land and do all such things as may be 
necessary for that purpose. 

Part III. 

Congested Districts. 15 

32. — (1) From and after the appointed day the Congested 
Districts Board shall be a body corporate, bearing the name of 
the “ Congested Districts Board ” Avith a capacity to acquire and 
hold land, and to sue and be sued by its corporate name. 

(2) The Board shall have an official seal, which shall be 20 
officially and judicially noticed, and such seal shall be authen- 
ticated by the signature of a member of the administrative 
committee of the Board, or of the secretary, or some person 
authorised by the Board to act on behalf of the secretary. 

(3) In the execution or performance of any power or duty 25 
conferred upon or transferred to the Board, by or in pursuance 

of any enactment, the Board shall adopt and use the style and 
seal of the Congested Districts Board. 

(4) Save Avliere otherwise expressly provided by this Act, 
the powers and duties of the trustees of. the Congested Districts 30 
Board under any enactment, shall, on the appointed day, be trans- 
ferred to the Board, and all lands, securities, and other property 
held by those trustees on the appointed day, shall, without any 
conveyance or assurance, vest in the Congested Districts Board, 
and shall be held by the Board for the purposes authorised by the 35 
Congested Districts Board (Ireland) Acts as amended by this Act. 

(5) Subsection (3) of section thirty-four of the Purchase of 
Land (Ireland) Act, 1891, shall cease to have effect as from the 
appointed day. 
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33. — (1) From and after the appointed day, the Congested 
Districts Board shall consist of the following members : — 

(а) The Chief Secretary, the Under Secretary to the Lord 

Lieutenant, and. the Vice-President of the Department 
5 of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, 

who shall be ex-officio members : 

(б) Five persons appointed by His Majesty (in this Act 

referred to as appointed members): 

(c) Nine persons representing the congested districts counties, 
10 of whom one shall be elected by the local authority 

of each congested districts county (in this Act referred 
to as representative members) : 

(i d ) One person appointed by His Majesty (in this Act 
referred to as the permanent member). 

15 (2) It shall be lawful for His Majesty, by warrant under 

the Royal Sign Manual, to appoint and fill vacancies among 
the appointed members, and in like manner to appoint the per- 
manent member and fill any vacancy in his office. 

(3) An appointed member shall hold office for four years and 
20 shall be eligible for re-appointment. 

(4) The permanent member shall hold office during pleasure, 
and shall be paid out of money provided by Parliament an annual 
salary of two thousand pounds. 

(5) Every existing member of the Congested Districts Board 
25 who is not an ex-officio member, or is not appointed or elected 

under or in pursuance of this section, shall cease to hold office 
on the appointed day. 

34 . — ( 1 ) The representative members shall hold office for 
terms of six years (the first whereof shall date from the appointed 

30 day) and shall be eligible for re-election. 

(2) A representative member may resign office by giving 
notice to the secretary. 

(3) A casual vacancy occurring through death, resignation or 
otherwise, in the office of representative member shall be filled 

35 by the election of a person by the local authority by whom the 
person whose office is vacant was elected. 

(4) A person elected to fill a casual vacancy shall retire from 
office at the same time as the person whose office is vacant would 
have retired. 
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35 . — (1) There shall he an administrative committee of the 
Congested Districts Board consisting of the Chief Secretary, the 
Under Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, the permanent member 
and one other member of the Board not being an ex officio 
member, to be chosen by the appointed and the representative 5 
members. 

(2) The administrative committee shall control the finance of 
the Board. 

(3) Subject to such control, the Board shall have power 

to determine all matters relating to the purchase and re-sale 10 
of land and the aiding and developing of industries and fishing. 

(4) The powers and duties of the Board shall, subject to 

the foregoing provisions of this section, be exercised and per- 
formed by and through the administrative committee or any 
three members present at a meeting thereof. 15 

36 . — (1) For the purposes of the Congested Districts Board 
(Ireland) Acts, as amended by this Act, each of the following 
administrative counties, that is to say, the counties of Donegal, 
Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon, Mayo, Galway, Clare, and Kerry, shall 

be a congested districts county, and the four rural districts of 20 
Bantry, Castletown, Schull, and Skibbereen, in the county of Cork, 
shall together form one congested districts county. 

(2) The council of the administrative county shall be the 
local authority of the congested districts county, except in the case 

of the congested districts county in the county of Cork. 25 

(3) For the purposes of this Act there shall be a joint com- 
mittee of the councils of the rural districts of Bantry, Castletown, 
Schull, and Skibbereen, consisting of two persons chosen out of 
their body by each of the said councils, and that committee shall 
be the local authority of the congested districts county in the 30 
county of Cork. 

(4) No electoral division shall, after the passing of this Act, 

be or form part of a congested districts county, unless it is 
included in a congested districts county constituted under this 
section. 35 

(5) The Local Government Board for Ireland may make rules 
regulating the election, meetings, and procedure of the said joint, 
committee. 

37 . — (1) The powers and duties conferred and imposed 
under any enactment upon the Congested Districts Board for 40 
the purpose of aiding and developing agriculture, forestry, the 
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breeding of live stock and poultry, and .the provision of seed A.D. 1908. 
potatoes and seed oats shall on the appointed day be transferred ot 

to the Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction theBoard to 
for Ireland, and shall cease to be exercised or performed by the the f “f 1 - 
o Hoard. ment01 

Agriculture, 

(2) All property, whether real or personal, including ease- 
ments and rights and things in action held by the Congested 
Districts Board or the trustees of that Board for the purpose 
or by virtue of the powers and duties transferred under this 

10 section shah, on the appointed day, subject to all debts and 
labilities affecting the same be transferred to and vest in the 
said Department. 

(3) Save where the context otherwise requires, any reference 
in any enactment to the Congested Districts Board in relation 

15 to any of the powers, duties, or property transferred by this 
section shall, as from the appointed day, be construed as a 
reference to the said department. 


38 As from the appointed day , an annual sum of one 
lundred ancl sixty-three thousand seven hundred and fifty pounds 
M shall be paid out of moneys provided Toy Parliament as follows ‘J— 
buck part of that sum as the Treasury consider necessary for the 
purpose of the exercise of any powers or the performance of any 
duties transferred to the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland, under this Act, shall be paid to that 
25 Department, and the residue shall be paid to the Congested 
Districts Board. 


Provision of 
money for 
Board and 
Department 
of Agricul- 
ture. 


39.— (!) The Board may sell any parcels of any land pur- 
chased by them whether before or after the passing of this Act 
or purchased on their requisition under this Act to any tenants 
30 or proprietors of holdings in a congested districts county. 

(2) If any parcels of such land are not required for, or having 
regard to the circumstances of the estate, land, or district cannot 
advantageously be sold to, such tenants or proprietors, the Board 

as T y v iu U tW parCels t0 “W sons of ™y tenants or proprietors 
35 of holdings situated in a congested districts county and not 
exceeding ten pounds in rateable value. 

(3) Where the Congested Districts Board sell any parcel of 

land to the son of any tenant or proprietor under this section, 
“if sha11 m their a *Wnal report to the Lord Lieutenant 

40 full particulars of the sale and the 'circumstances in which the 
same was made. 
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(4) The provisions of the Act of 1903 with respect to the 
application of the Land Purchase Acts to parcels of land shall 
apply in the case of the sale of any parcel of land under this 
section. 

(5) Section seventy-five of the Act of 1903 shall cease to 5 
have effect. 

40. The Congested Districts Board shall not after the passing 
of this Act, enter into an agreement for the purchase of any 
land which is not situated in a Congested Districts County. 

4L_(1) The Land Commission shall not, after the passing 10 
of this Act, enter into an agreement for the purchase of any 
land situated in a congested districts county, save with the 
consent of the Congested Districts Board. 

(2) No congested estate situated in a congested districts 
county shall, after the passing of this Act, he sold under the 15 
Land Purchase Acts, to persons other than the Congested Dis- 
tricts Board without the consent of that Board, which consent 
shall not be withheld unless the Board undertake to purchase 
the estate within a reasonable time: Provided that this sub- 

section shall not apply in the case of any sale of a congested 20 
estate in pursuance of an originating application or request 
lodged before the passing of this Act. 

42. — (1) Where negotiations have been entered into or 
proposals have been made' for the purchase under the Land 
Purchase Acts of any estate or untenanted land situated in a 25 
•congested districts county, and the parties have failed to come 
to an agreement, the Congested Districts Board may, if they think 
fit, send to the person who appears to them to be the owner a 
final offer in writing for the purchase of the estate or untenanted 
land. ^0 

(2) The provisions of this Act relating to the particulars to be 
inserted in a final offer sent by the Land Commission, and to the 
acceptance of such offer, shall apply in the case of a final offer sent 
by the Congested Districts Board under this section, with the 
substitution of the Congested Districts Board for the Land Com- 35 
mission, and of section seventy-nine of the Act of 1903 for section 
seventeen of that Act. 

(3) For the purpose of enabling - the Congested Districts Board 
to ascertain the extent and character of the estate or untenanted 
land, and to estimate the price to be named in the final offer, any 40 
inspectors and other persons appointed by the Board may, after 
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notice sent to the person who appears to the Board to he the A.I). 1908. 
owner thereof, enter upon the estate or nntenanted land and do 
all such things as may he necessary for that purpose. 

(4) If the final offer sent tinder this section is not within 
5 the time specified therein in that hehalf accepted hy any person 
who may he dealt with as the owner of the estate or untenanted 
land, pursuant to section seventy-nine of the Act of 1903, the 
Congested Districts Board may, if they think fit, send to the 
Land Commission a requisition calling upon the Land Commission 
10 to take steps to acquire the estate or untenanted land compulsorily 
in manner provided hy Part IV. of this Act. 

Part IV. 

Compulsory Purchase. 

43 . — ( 1 ) The Land Commission in any case where they Compulsory 
15 propose to acquire compulsorily an estate or untenated land— purchase. 

(a) in respect of which a final offer has heen sent by them 

and has not heen accepted in manner provided hy 
this Act ; or 

(b) in respect of which they have received a requisition 

20 under this Act from the Congested Districts Board 

shall publish in the Dublin Gazette a copy of the final offer of 
the Land Commission or the Congested Districts Board as the 
case may be and a notice that the Land Commission intend to 
purchase the estate or untenanted land described in the final 
25 offer at the price named in such offer, unless within the prescribed 
time an application is made under this Part of this Act to the 
Judicial Commissioner by any person interested in the estate or 
untenanted land. 

(2) A copy of the final offer and of the aforesaid notice shall 
30 as soon as possible be served in the prescribed manner by the 

Land Commission upon all persons known or believed by them 
to be interested in the estate or untenanted land. 

(3) Any person interested in the estate or untenanted land 
who is dissatisfied with the price named in the final offer may 

35 within the prescribed time and in the prescribed manner apply 
by way of objection to the Judicial Commissioner to fix the price 
to be paid for the estate or untenanted land. 

(4) The Judicial Commissioner shall, with the assistance of 
two specially qualified lay assessors, hear in the prescribed 
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! manner and determine all applications coming before him under 
this Part of this Act, and for that purpose shall have and may 
exercise the powers conferred on the Land Commission by 
subsection (1) and subsection (3) of section forty-eight of the Act 
of 1881, and his decision on any question other than one of law 5 
shall be final. 

(5) An appeal shall lie to the Court of Appeal from any 
decision of the Judicial Commissioner under this part of this Act 
on any question of law and the decision of the Court of Appeal 

on such question shall be final. 10 

( 6 ) Subject to any application to the Judicial Commissioner 
and the final determination of all questions arising thereon, the 
price named in the final offer or fixed under this Part of this 
Act as the case may be shall be deemed to be the purchase 
money of the estate or untenanted land, and shall within the 15 
prescribed time be paid into the Bank of Ireland, and the purchase 
shall be completed and the purchase money distributed in like 
manner and all the like consequences shall ensue as if the estate 

or untenanted land had been purchased by the Land Commission 
or the Congested Districts Board, as the case may be, by agreement 20 
entered into under the Act of 1903 upon the date of the payment 
of the purchase-money into the Bank, but no percentage on the 
purchase-money shall be payable under section forty-eight of the 
Act of 1903 or any enactment amending that section. 

(7) The costs and expenses of and incidental to any appli- 25 
cation to the Judicial Commissioner under this section shall be 

at the discretion of that Commissioner, who may if he thinks 
fit order the same to be paid by the Land Commission or the 
Congested Districts Board. 

44. — (1) If any person interested in the estate or untenanted 30 
land objects to the acquisition of the same under this part of this 
Act on the ground that the estate or untenanted . land consists 
entirely or mainly of land to which this section applies, he may 
within the prescribed time and in the prescribed manner apply 
to the Judicial Commissioner for an order that no further pro- 35 
ceedings be taken for the acquisition of the estate or untenanted 
land under this Part of this Act. 

(2) If any person interested in the estate or untenanted land 
objects to the acquisition of the same under this Part of this Act 
on the ground that the estate or untenanted land includes land 40 
to which this section applies, he may, within the prescribed 
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time and in the prescribed manner, apply to the Judicial A.D. 1908. 
Commissioner for an order excluding such ' land from the 
purchase. 

(3) Upon any application under this section the Judicial 
5 Commissioner may, if he is satisfied that the estate or untenanted 

land consists entirely or mainly of land to which this section 
applies by order direct that no further proceedings be taken for 
the acquisition of the estate or untenanted land under this section. 

(4) If upon any such application the Judicial Commissioner 
10 is satisfied that the estate or untenanted land includes land to 

which this section applies, and that such land is not the main 
portion of the estate or untenanted land, he may exclude such 
land from the purchase and may fix the price to be paid for the 
remainder of the estate or uritenanted land, and the foregoing 
15 provisions of this Part 'of this Act relating to the payment and 
distribution of the purchase-money and the completion of the 
purchase shall apply accordingly in the case of the remainder 
of the estate or untenanted land. 

(5) This section shall apply to any land in the occupation 
20 of the owner which is pr forms part of any demesne, garden, 

. pleasure ground, home farm, or any town park, within the 
meaning of the Land Law (Ireland) Acts. 

(6) The, expression “ owner ” in this section means any 
person having power to sell under the Land Purchase Acts. 

25 Part V. 

Land Law. 

45. — (1) Where a present tenancy was subsisting in any Future 
holding prior to the passing of this Act, and such tenancy was tenants, 
determined at any time after the passing of the Act of 1887, the 
30 Land Commission may, subject to the provisions of the Land Law 
Acts, on the application in the prescribed manner ol any tenant 
in occupation of the lands comprised in the said present tenancy 
or of any portion of those lands, being either — 

(a) - the person who was • the , tenant of the original holding at 

35 the time when the present tenancy was determined, or 

(if such person is dead) 

(b) a person who would have been entitled, whether under 

the will or as one of the next-of-kin or issue of the 
said tenant, to the said- holding or any distributive 
40 ' ; ' ' share therein' had the present tenancy therein not been 

determined : . . 
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fix the fair rent in respect of the said lands or portion in like 
manner as if the applicant was a present tenant of the same. 

(2) Any provision in any contract of tenancy or other 
instrument in any way prohibiting, restraining, or tending to 
prevent the fixing of a fair rent in respect of any holding to 5 
which this section applies, shall be void. 

(3) The expression “ prescribed ” in this section means 
prescribed by rules made by the Land Commission. 

Part VI. 

Supplemental. 10 

46. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, — 

The expression “ prescribed,” in any case not otherwise 

provided for, means prescribed by rules made by the 
Judicial Commissioner and the Estates Commissioners 
in the manner directed by subsection (13) of section 15 
twenty-three of the Act of 1903 ; 

The expression “the Land Purchase Acts” includes the 
Land Purchase Acts as defined by the Act of 1903, the 
Irish Land Act, 1907, and Parts I., II., and IV. of this 
Act ; 20 

The expression “ the Land Law Acts ” means the Land Law 
Acts as defined by the Act of 1908 and Part V. of this 
Act ; 

The expression “ the Act of 1881 ” means the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1881 ; 25 

The expression “ the Act of 1887 ” means the Land Law 
(Ireland) Act, 1887 ; 

The expression “ the Act of 1891” means the Purchase 
of Land (Ireland) Act, 1891 ; 

The expression “the Act of 1896” means the Land Law 30 
(Ireland) Act, 1896 ; 

The expression “ the Act of 1903 ” means the Irish Land 
Act, 1903. 

The expression “appointed day” means such day as the 
Lord Lieutenant may appoint. 35 

47. Parts I., II., and IV. of this Act shall be construed as 
one with the Land Purchase Acts, and may be cited with those 
Acts. 
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Part III. of this Act shall he construed as one with the A.D. 1908. 
Congested Districts Board (Ireland) Acts, and may be cited with 
those Acts. 

Part V. of this Act shall be construed as one with the Land 
5 Law Acts, and may be cited with those Acts. 

48. This Act may be cited as the Irish Land Act, 1908. Short title. 

49. This Act shall come into operation on the first day of Commence- 

January one thousand nine hundred and nine. inent. 

50. The Acts specified in the Second Schedule to this Act Repeals. 

10 are hereby repealed to the extent mentioned in the "third column 

of that schedule. 
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SCHEDULES. 

A.D. 1908. 


FIRST SCHEDULE. 


Number of Years’ Purchase represented 
by the Advance. 

Rate of Percentage. 

25 and upwards - 

Nil. 

24 and under 25 - - 

3 per cent. 

23 

24 

4 

22 

23 - - - 

5 

21 

22 

6 

20 

21 - - - 

8 

19 

20 

10 

18 

19 - - - 

12 

17 

18 

14 „ 

Under 17 


16 


The number of years’ purchase represented by the advance shall be 15 
calculated in manner prescribed by the Treasury. 


SECOND SCHEDULE. 

Acts Repealed. 


Session and 
Chapter. 


Extent of Repeal. 


20 


51 & 52 Viet, 
c. 49. 


54 & 55 Viet, 
c. 48. 


The Purchase of 
Land (Ireland) 
Amendment 
Act, 1888. 

The Purchase of 
Land (Ireland) 
Act, 1891. 

The Irish Laud 
Act, 1903. 


Section two, save as regards advances in 
pursuance of purchase agreements entered 
into before the passing of this Act. 


In section thirty-four, subsection (3), ; 
the appointed day. 


1 horn 25 


In section one, subsection (4), save as regards 
advances in pursuance of purchase agreements 
entered into before the passing of this Act. 3Q 
Section two, save as regards sales of parcels of 
laud in respect of which purchase agreements 
have been entered into before the passing of 
this Act. 

In subsection (4) of section six, the words 35 
“ with the consent of the owner.” 

Subsection (3) of section forty-three. 

Section forty-four. 

In subsection (1) of section forty-seven, from 
“ provided ” to end of subsection. /].() 

Subsection (3) of section forty-eight. 

Section seventy-five. 
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